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ing forces. Because Siberia is a plain, the pioneers were able to float down
one of its rivers and pole their boats up another, time and again. Such
water transportation aided greatly in allowing the Russians to spread
easily over northern Asia.

IV.  Soil and Minerals.   Russia's soil does not help the country so
much as might be expected from its quality.  In the Black Earth region of
the south (Plate I) Russia has a vast area of the richest soil in the world.
Elsewhere, in places such as the region east of Leningrad, it has large areas
of poor soil.   Yet as a rule the general progress of the country has been
greater on the poor soil than on the good.   The climate, where the good
soil prevails, is so dry that disastrous crop failures are frequent.

One of the most important points in which Russian expansion has
differed from that of Britain is the use of minerals. In Britain coal and
iron are found near together and in the densely populated parts of the
country. In Russia, the deposits are not only far less abundant than in
England but, aside from the Donetz area in the south, they lie largely on
the outer edges, or in sparsely settled areas like the Kuznetsk region far
east toward Lake Baikal. Moreover, most of the iron ore has to be brought
a long way to the coal, and there is no cheap easy means of transportation
like out Great Lakes. For these reasons, and also because Russia is in
many respects less advanced than the other great powers, her coal and
iron were slow in being developed. Under the Soviet regime, the net
result has been merely to raise the production of coal, petroleum, iron, and
other minerals to approximately the level that might have been expected
if there had been no war and revolution. This is contrary to a widespread
belief, but official records and the curves based on them leave litde room
for doubt. Previous to the first World War Russian industries had been
steadily growing. If that growth had continued unchecked, the degree of
development would have been practically the same as was actually ac-
complished by dint of great efforts after all industries had practically
disappeared during the revolutionary period from 1917 to 1921.

V.  Climate.   We have already spoken of the climate of Russia, but
more needs to be said.   Although the entire Soviet Republic is handi-
capped by the extremes that are inevitable in a highly developed conti-
nental climate in high latitudes, the climate deteriorates from west to east.
The best climate is found in the Leningrad region, for that is where
storms and oceanic influences penetrate farthest inland.   From Moscow
Eastward the climate becomes more and more continental so that the
winters are colder and drier, the summers warmer, cyclonic storms less
frequent, and the unreliability of the rainfall greater.   This is bad for
both people and crops.   It did indeed help the early Russians to conquer
the vast area from tie Caspian Sea and Volga River eastward, because it